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HOW TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL AUDITION

· TELL THE STORY, SELL THE SONG, AND SHARE THE EXPERIENCE!**
PREPERATION:\

There is no substitute FOR PRACTICE

Practice every day:

· In front of a mirror
· In front of as many audiences as possible: family, friends, coaches, etc.
· Video tape and record yourself
· Work with a coach/teacher
ATTITUDE

· Excited, but serious about the role-the directors should want to work with you
· Confident
· Team player-support others
· Leave all anxieties, problems, outside concerns at home
· Focus only on your audition piece
DRESS

· Well-groomed
· Hair combed and out of your face
· Clean, neat, conservative clothes
· Wear a color to remember
· Choose clothes from your closet that fit your character 
NERVOUSNESS IS NATURAL

· Control your nerves, don’t let your nerves control you
· Focus on the story you have to tell and the job you have to do--not on YOU
· Relaxation exercises and warm-ups will help
AUDITION “PERFORMANCE”

· When name is called, walk to accompanist with confidence, “We are going to have so much FUN!”
· You should be IN CHARACTER when you take the stage, creating the mood/style of your song or scene
· Walk with enthusiastic ENERGY to center stage
· Take a few moments to pan the audience and make sure the auditors are ready
· Breathe deeply (“Breathe the room”) and focus only on your technique and your message for a few seconds before you begin, then...
· Nod to the accompanist that you are ready
· PERFORM YOUR AUDITION FULL OUT
· Make choices for your character and the interp of your song based on the script analysis and GO FOR IT! Don’t hold back!
· **It is better to make a wrong choice, than no choice at all**
· KNOCK THEIR SOCKS OFF with your confidence, interpretation, technique, preparation, ENERGY--your ability to: **TELL THE STORY, SELL THE SONG, AND SHARE THE EXPERIENCE!**
· Remember: “There will always be someone more talented than you, and there will always be someone less talented than you, but no one can work harder than you.”
· When your song or scene is over: HOLD THE MOMENT a few seconds and the let mood you created settle before you walk off the stage.
· NO MATTER HOW YOU THINK YOU DID walk off the stage and return to your seat with CONFIDENCE AND PRIDE
· Also, remember, even if you don’t get the part you want THIS time, the directors will remember you and may cast you in your choice the NEXT time. (This happens a lot in professional theatre and film)
BIG NO-NO’S

· Acting cocky (much different than confidence)
· Being unprepared
· Make excuses
· Criticizing other performers
· Talking during other performances 
· GUM!!
· Choosing a song that is wrong for you and/or your voice
· Dressing unprofessionally or sloppily
·  Bad posture
· Inadequate projection and poor diction 
WHAT TO DO THE NIGHT BEFORE YOU AUDITION

· Go over your audition piece in front of a mirror from beginning to end without stopping at least 3 times
· Take care of your voice--no straining, yelling....HONEY
· Drink lots of water to hydrate your vocal cords
· GET PLENTY OF SLEEP 
THE DAY OF YOUR AUDITION

· Nervousness is good- it gives you that “Performer’s Edge,” but YOU MUST CONTROL IT
· DON’T LET YOUR NERVOUSNESS CONTROL YOU
· THINK ONLY ABOUT THE MESSAGE and the TECHNIQUE AND.....
· HOW MUCH FUN YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE
BREAK A LEG
