
High School Musical

Everything You Wanted to Know 


Performance Dates: February 6-8

I. SHOW SELECTION

The popular contemporary musical comedy, High School Musical is coming to Franklin School in 2015! Basketball star Troy Bolton and brainiac Gabriella Montez raise eyebrows among their friends when they decide to audition for the high school musical. Cliques clash and friendships are tested. The students of East High must decide whether to stick to the status quo or break free to find out what's truly important. 
This show was chosen for its positive messages consistent with Franklin’s Character Counts Pillars, many meaningful lead and supporting roles, and memorable songs.  Positive messages and themes include: 
- SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL (Breaking Out; Friendship, Peer Pressure; Bullying; Talent) 
- MORAL-ETHICAL (Caring. Respect) 
· CARING: Be kind; Express gratitude; Forgive others; Help people in need  

· RESPECT: Treat others with respect; Be tolerant of differences; Be considerate of the feelings of others; Deal peacefully with anger, insults and disagreements  
II. STUDENT PARTICIPATION

1st and 2nd Grades: The children will learn a song in class, which they may sing at a performance, if they choose.  They will either sign their song before the show (1st Grade) or at intermission (2nd Grade).  They will not have after school rehearsals.  Further information will go out in January.  We will need one parent from each grade to serve as the coordinator for the group.

3rd Grade: Each student that auditions will be cast in one ensemble (group) number, which will typically rehearse 1-2 days per week.

4th and 5th Grades: Students in these grades can be cast as principal speaking roles, supporting speaking roles or ensemble. They will rehearse 1-3 days per week, depending on the part.  Alternatively, these students may choose to be part of the stage crew (lights, sound, sets, prop, etc.)  Crews will have training the last 2-3 weeks before the show.  

Note
· No student is required to participate.
· Any student wishing to be part of the show and that auditions will be cast.

· Parents of all involved students will be required to assist with the show, as chaperones, on committees, or as committee heads.

III. WORKSHOP
November 18, 20, 21 will be the Musical Theater Workshop, which will run from 3:15 pm – 5:15 pm.  During these 3 days, the kids will rotate through all activites (acting, singing, dancing, and tech).  This gives every child an overview of what it’s like to be part of the show.  They will work on the specific songs, dances and scenes they will be asked to do during the auditions.  On the third day, the children that would like to be considered for a lead role will choose to do an extra session designed for the leading roles.  Children wishing to do stage crew will participate in an extra tech session.  
Note
· Children may decide after the Workshop not to participate in the show.

· Please encourage your child to attend the Workshop even if they are not sure they want to be a part of the show.  It will help them with their decision and gain some new musical theatre skills!
· Children that do not participate in the Workshop will still be allowed to audition

· Workshop Sign-Up information will come home towards the end of October.
IV. AUDITION PROCESS
Auditions will be held December 2nd (3rd Grade), December 4th (4th and 5th Grades) and December 5th (leftover auditions and callbacks).  Your child may be asked to come for a callback, especially if they are being considered for a leading role.
Children will audition for ensemble role in groups (usually 4 kids per group) on the stage. If they would like to try for a speaking role, they will sing a solo and also be assigned some lines to read.  The Director, Musical Director, Choreographers, Mr. Gil, 2 designated staff members and 2 (neutral) parents will judge the auditions.  No parents will be allowed to observe auditions.  We work hard to make the auditions a positive learning experience in a supportive atmosphere. 

The Cast List will be sent via email December 10th.  

V. REHEARSAL

If your child chooses to participate in the show, they are expected to be AT ALL REHEARSALS they are called for.  If they have outside activities that conflict with rehearsal, they should not audition for a lead role. We will ask them to list ALL CONFLICTS on their audition form.

Note

· Rehearsals run from 3:15 – 5:15 Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

· Saturday, January 31st is a MANDATORY tech rehearsal for all cast and crew members

· February 2-6 are MANDATORY rehearsals for all cast and crew members
VI. PARENT VOUNTEERS
Parents of all involved students will be required to assist with the show, as chaperones, on committees, or as committee heads.

Please review the list of areas that you can choose to volunteer for.  At this point, we have some committee head roles filled, but still need much more help!  We expect about 100 kids to participate so we need your support.  Do not feel that you are limited by your past experience or your child’s area of involvement.

If you know that your child wants to be on stage crew OR you enjoy working behind the scenes, please consider helping in the technical areas.  This will allow us to educate these parents on the light and sound systems before our kids get to work with them.  It is quite simple to learn it and it is a fun way to be involved in the production.
If you like working with the kids directly, being a dance captain to help the choreographers teach the kids’ their dances, this is a fun and satisfying role to play.
To be sure of getting your first choice, please let us know as soon as possible where your interested lie. 

If you have questions or concerns, please email Amanda Grainger at abgrainger@yahoo.com 

