High School Musical

Frequently Asked Questions


	Content:


·   How was HSM selected as this year's musical?

Selected from a list of possible choices (based on content, theme, number of featured roles, appeal to children, amount of ensemble numbers) by the Steering Committee which includes teachers, parents, and principal. 

·  How will the content be modified for the elementary school audience?

Junior shows are designed by musical theater international MTI to be performed by children.  They have scores in key for children's voices, scripts with content that is modified to be appropriate, and usually are shorter in running length than the original.  

	Participation/Auditions/Casting:


· My child is interested in learning more about musical theatre but is not musically inclined or interested in the on stage aspect.  How can he/she still be involved?

Can be involved in technical aspects.  But very child should attend the workshop to learn more about MT and ways they can be involved.  They might be surprised at what they discover about themselves and their interests.  

· Will my child be auditioning for a particular role?

They can choose a specific role or roles to target.  Thy can indicate on their form what roles they see themselves as.  They can also say if they do NOT wish to be considered for an ensemble role.  This will not be held against them.  Some kids feel like they would rather participate in crew (or not at all) than to be an ensemble role.  However every child in the show will have a meaningful experience, if they are a featured OR ensemble role.  

·  My child has never done musical theatre, should he/she still audition?

Yes they should audition.  Come to the workshop.  We teach them what they need to know to be prepared for auditions.  Many Franklin kids have held lead roles that have by had prior theatrical experience.
·  What preparation is involved?

The workshop will prepare them.  They will be taught what song to sing for auditions, as well as a short dance combination and lines to prepare.  They can take what they learn at the workshop and practice at home as much as they wish.  

·  Does my child need to be present at ALL rehearsals to participate?

To be considered for a speaking role, they need to have no conflicts and e able to be at any rehearsal if needed.  To be in a ensemble, they can have a few conflicts.  For example, if they are always busy on Wednesdays, we can place them in an ensemble that rehearses Fridays.  But every cast member needs to attend dress rehearsals and all shows.  We will consider conflicts for tech day if they are listed on the initial audition form.  

·  How is casting determined?

Casting is partially determined from scores from auditions. The audition panel consists of the director, choreographer, musical director, select parents from the steering committee, at least two teachers, and the principal.  Casting is like a puzzle...we work to fit each hold into a place that is best for them and the production as a whole.   All casting discussions are confidential and remain within the casting meetings. 

	Rehearsals:


·  What is the rehearsal commitment? (days, hours?)

For featured, can be all rehearsals.  For ensembles, usually one day a week.  Everyone there for tech and dress rehearsal week.  

·  If my child has an afternoon activity can he/she attend only part of the rehearsal?

Yes to conflicts but must list so we can get them into the right ensemble. 

·  What if my child is sick and unable to attend one or more rehearsals?

If they are sick, we will work with them to make it up.  But more than one or two might be difficult, especially for a featured actor, to make up.  Would depend on specific situation if we would have to have someone replace them.  Never been an issue before.  

·  Is there time during rehearsals to complete homework?

    Yes to homework especially for smaller roles.  There is a homework room.  We also ask teachers to let us know if an actor is struggling academically so we can address the situation.  

	Parent Involvement;


·  What are the expectations of me as a parent? Is it mandatory that I volunteer and if so in what capacity?  

Each parent must chaperone at least two rehearsals, one tech or dress day, and one show.  Each parent must lead or serve on a committee. Mandatory for child participation.

· I am a working parent and unable to volunteer during work hours, in what ways can I be involved?

We still ask two chaperone days and to contact us if not at all possible.  Serve on an after hours type committee.  MUST chaperone at least one show.  

